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1-5 canceled 

6.(cuirent1y amended) A method acc o rding lu Jaim 1. o fmanaginp communications het^nn a 
S fit of communication managers and a remote communic a tion manner wherein the set of 
communication managers are a set of queue managers in a queue-sharing group , the method 
comprising- 

Starting a communication channel between a first communi cation manager of the set and 
the remote communication manager for transmit tin g data from a data storage repository to the 
remote communication , manager , and- the data storage repository accessible to any one of the set 
of communication managers is being a shared-access message queue from which any one of the 
set of queue managers can retrieve messages for transmission to remote queue managers; 

storing state information for the communication channel in a storage repository accessible 
bv any one of the set o f communication managers-' 

storing state information for the communic ation channel tn a storage rcnositorv accessihlg 
bv any one of the set of communication managers- and 

in response to a failure which affects the first co mmunication manager, a second one of 
the set of communication managers using the stor ed channel state information to start a new 
Channel instance and resuming transmission of data fr om the data storage repository tn fh f 
remote communication manager via the new channel instance 

7.(currcntly amended) A method unuidiuu, to claim 1. ImluJiiiw. o f mannping wrMnun ications 
between a set of communication manager* and » r e mote communication manager, the method 
comprising: 

starting a communication channel between a first co mmunication manager of the set and 
the remote communication manager for transmitting da t a from a date storage renosiforv tn the 
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remote commun i cati on manager, t he d ata storage repository being accessihla hv any -llBt»38r fig«afeaBBaaB«& 
set of communication managers: 

storing, state information for fee communi cation channel in a storage repository acr-awiM? 
by any one of the set o f communication mfln nflprg] . 

storing state information for the communication channel in a storage repository accttttihle 
by anv one of the set of communication managers- 

in response to a failure which affects the first communication manag er q second nnenf 
the set of communication managers using the stored cha n nel state information to start a nra, 
channel instance and resuming transmission of data fro m the data storage repository to tho. 
remote communication manager via the new channel instance: and 

storing synchronization information for data transmissions via said comm unication 
channel in a second storage repository accessible by any one of the set of communication 
managers; and 

in response to said failure, one of said set of communication managers recovering said 
first communication manager's data transmissions to a consistent state using the stored 
synchronization information. 



8. canceled 



9. (currently amended) A data communication system a ccording to claim Q, i ncluding, 
comprising : 

ajlata storage repository accessible bv anv on e of a set of communication manage-a- 
ft Set of communication managers, each adapted to start an instance of a communication 
channel for transmitting data from the data storage repository to a remote communication 
manager and each adanted to tran^jt data via sai d communication channel : 

q storage repository for Storing current state infor m ation for the communication ^.mnrf , 
the Storage repository being accessible h v one one of the set of communication irann^ , 
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ii" , ■ wherein the set ofcommumcation.managcrs ar c resnonsive to a failure ^^Wi^lB SiS^imamxam 

immunisatio n manager of sai d s et which has a first active instance of 'a communication channe l, 
to start a second instance of the channel using the s t ored current channel state information and fn 
resume transmission of data from the data stnrapft r e pository to the remote fommunicaKftn 
manager via the second channel in^ m ^\ 

a storage repository for storing synchronization information for data transmissions via 
said communication channel, the storage repository being accessible by any one of a set of 
communication managers^ 

wherein the set of communication managers are responsive to a failure affecting a first 
communication manager of said set which has a first active instance of a communication channel, 
to recover said first communication manager's data transmissions to a consistent state using said 
stored synchronization information, thereby to enable transmission of data from the data storage 
repository to the remote communication manager to be resumed without loss of data. 

10. (cuTrently amended) A data communication system according to claim 9, wherein the set of 
communication managers are a set of queue managers in a queue-sharing group and the data 
Storage repository accessible to any one of the set for storing synchronization information 
includes: 

a shared-access message queue from which any one of the set of queue managers can 
retrieve messages for transmission to remote queue managers; and 

a shared-access synchronization queue for storing said mchi -o nisaliun s ynchronization 
information. 

11. canceled 

12. (currently amended) A data communications system comprising: 

a data storage repository accessible by any one of a set of communication managers; 
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i £; 3I*VS t0 start an instance of a communicatte^g^ 

channel for transmitting data from the data storage repository to a remote communication 
manager, and each adapted to transmit data via said communication channel; 

a storage repository for storing synchronization AyuJaui i iaaliuii information for data 
transmissions via said communication channel, the storage repository being accessible by any 
one of the set of communication managers; 

wherein the set of communication managers are responsive to a failure affecting a first 
communication manager of said set which has a first active instance of a communication channel, 
to recover said first communication manager's data transmissions to a consistent state using said 
stored synchronization synolnimiMtiuii infonnation, thereby to enable transmission of data from 
the data storage repository to the remote communication manager to be resumed. 

1 3 .(original) A method of managing communications between a set of communication managers 
and a remote communication manager, the method comprising: 

starting a first instance of a communication channel between a first communication 
manager of the set and the remote communication manager for receiving data from the remote 
communication manager, 

preventing a second instance of the communication channel from being started while the 
first instance of the channel is in active use by the first communication manager; 

in response to a channel start request from the remote communication manager following 
a failure which affects the first communication manager, starting a second instance of the channel 
between a second one of the set of aumnunication managers and the remote communication 
manager and resuming data transmissions from the remote communication manager via the new 
channel instance. 
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